STAT | | " ) :
Dgclassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/16 : CIA-RDP99-00777R000302180001-

- \ NV VY Vi wvw

28 July 1988

JUDGE:

The Northern Virginia Sun newspaper has asked you to participate in its
“Otherwords" guest editorial column. I recommend you submit an article on the

STAT role of intelligence in arms control. An editorial on this srbiect is

. — attached for your approval. It has been read and approved by

STAT Deputy Chief/ACIS;| | Acting Director/SOVA; |

STAT Assistant NIO for Strategic Programs; and] | your Special Assistant

for INF. o

The Northern Virginia Sun is a daily newspaper with a generally »
conservative bent and a circulation of about 15,000. Its readers live in the
communities of Arlington, McLean, Oakton, and Annandale. The “Otherwords"
column appears in the Saturday issue and features articles by prominent
individuals who live or work in Northern Virginia. Past contributors include
Attorney General Meese, Kenneth Adelman, and Stansfield Turner. A collection
of previous editorials is attached. :

I believe that readers of the Northern Virginia Sun, which probably
include a number of CIA employees, would be interested in a simple, direct

“On December 8, 1987, after seven years of formal negotiations, the United
States and the Soviet Union signed the INF treaty. Intelligence played a
f vital role at every step of this historic process. . ."

After briefly describing the intelligence input at different steps in the
arms-control process, you comment on the significance of INF and the v
arms-control challenges that remain. You contrast the task of inspecting 117
Soviet facilities under the INF treaty with monitoring 2,500 locations under
the proposed START treaty. You close by saying, "Keeping the peace has never
been so difficult, so demanding, or so important, nor has the role of
intelligence ever been more critical.”

Bill Baker

Attachments:
As Stated
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description of the role of intelligence in arms control. The article begins:- - -
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Proposed Editorial for the

Northern Virginia Sun:

Intelligence is Vital to Arms Control

On December 8, 1987, after six years ofuﬁormal negotiations, the United
States.and the Soviet Union signed the Intermediate Nuclear Forces (INF)
treaty -- a treaty to reduce fntermediate-range nuclear forces. Intelligence
played a vital role at every step of this historic process'-- from 1977,vwhen
the Soviets began to déploy their SS-ZO.fntermediate—rangevnuc]ear missiles,
to this moment, as U.S. inspéctors monitor Soviet destruction of these same
missi]es; | |

The nature and range of intelligence support to the arms-control process

is unprecedented and increasing, yet not always evident to those who are not

A

< nen AR

involved in the process. But those involved -- policymakers in the White

House, the Departments of State and Defense, and other agencies -- depend upon .
intelligence to know the military capabilities and intentions of those who

will sit on the other side of.the negotiating table. The Inte]]igence

Community describes for policymakers the current structure of Soviet mi]itafy

forces and makes projections for the future. Our assessments include Soviet

incentives and capabi]ities to cheat on an arms-control treaty as well as a

precise evaluation of our own ability to monitor Soviet compliance and to

L detect any possible cheating attempts.
Gaining U.S. objectives at the table depends upoh knowing as much as
possible about Soviet bargaining strategies and goals. It also depénds upon

knowing what propagandavand diplomatic efforts the Soviets are using to
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promote their arms-control agenda in the international community. SuCh
knowledge helps policymakers anticipate the effect that arms control can have
on other parts of U.S. foréign policy, such as our relations with NATO.a11ies.

Once a treaty is signed; it is presehted to the Senate for ratificatioh.
The Senate then calls upon the Intelligence Community for additional
information and support. VDuring the ratification process for the INF treaty,
CIA officers made about 30 separate appearances on the Hill to brief and give

. testimony. _ | _

In arms control, the ability to monitor compliance is the key to making a
treaty work. The responsibility for monitoring Soviet treaty compliance falls
entirely to the Intelligence Community. VOur task includes developing and
maintaining information on all Soviet weapon systems subject to treaty
limitations and reductions. We collect and ana1yze intelligence from a broad
range of sources, and we work to overcome any Soviet efforts at concealmént,
deception, or denial of information on treaty-re]ated activities.

The INF treaty will abolish an entire'c1ass Qf nuclear weapons.. Yet,
impressive as this is, many more arms-control iSsues remain, inc]uding
reduciﬁg strategié arms, eliminating chemical weapons, and streﬁgthehing
a]réady-signed treaties on nuclear testing. The role intelligence would p]éy'
in supporting future treaties, especially in monitoring, is staggering.' The
INF treaty requires the United States to conduct inspection§ at 117 Soviet |
facilities. Monitoring the Strategic Arms Reduction Talks (START) treaty,
which is now being negotiated in Geneva to reduce our strategic nuclear
forces, could involve as many as 2,500 weapon 1ocations Spread throughout the
Soviet Union. Keeping the peace has never been so difficult, so demandihg, or

so important, nor has the role of intelligence ever been more critical.
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